
Saturday, June 11, 2016 
Come join us at the Kirkwood Area Arts 
Council’s “Making Music” concert series 
from 7:00-9:00 at Kirkwood Park (Geyer 
and Adams Roads) in the Kirkwood Lions 
Amphitheater.  It’s FREE and food is 
available for purchase. 

Saturday, June 25, 2016 
Ice Cream Social and outdoor concert to 
benefit the historic Sappington House in 
Crestwood (1015 S. Sappington Road) 
from 7:00-10:00.  Call 314-822-8171 for 
ticket information! 

Thursday, June 30, 2016 
We’re playing for Ellisville’s “Concerts in 
the Park” concert series from 7:00-9:00 at 
Bluebird Park (south of Manchester on 
Kiefer Creek Road).  It’s FREE! 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 
Come hear us at the City of Creve Coeur 
concert series from 6:00-8:00 at Millenni-
um Park (2 Barnes West).  FREE! 

Sunday, September 25, 2016 
Benefit concert for Episcopal City Mission 
(ECM) which provides support, hope and 
healing to children in detention.  We’ll be 
partnering with a John Denver tribute 
group from 3:00-5:00 at Kirkwood Park 

(Geyer and Adams Roads) in 
the Kirkwood Lions Amphithea-
ter.  A freewill offering will be 
taken to benefit Episcopal 
City Mission. 

Keep an eye on our web site for the latest: 
www.gatewaycitybigband.com 
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Dennis Owsley wins  
2016 Jazz Hero Award 

 
On April 1, 2016 the Jazz Journalists As-
sociation (JJA) named current GCBB 
Board Member Dennis Owsley a winner of 
its “Jazz Heroes” 
award.  Dennis is only 
the second St. Louisan 
to win the prestigious 
accolade, the first being 
the late Don Wolff, a 
GCBB Board Member 
for several years. 
 
According to the JJA, 
Jazz Heroes are defined as “the Jazz A 
Team: activists, advocates, altruists, aid-
ers and abettors of jazz.  They are the 
people who, many times quietly and be-
hind the scenes and other times in a very 
public way, keep jazz thriving in our local 
communities.” 
 
Since 1983, Dennis has produced and 
hosted “Jazz Unlimited,” a weekly Sunday 
night program on KWMU St. Louis Public 
Radio.  He’s blogged on jazz for St. Louis 
Magazine and is an accomplished jazz 
photographer.  In 2006 Reedy Press pub-
lished his book City of Gabriels—The Jazz 
History of St. Louis: 1895-1973.  Over the 
years, Dennis has won several awards—
including a City of St. Louis proclamation 
denoting January 24, 2008 as a day in his 
honor. 
 
We’re proud to be associated with Dennis 
and hope you will join us in congratulating 
him on winning this prestigious award! 

 
From an article by the 

Jazz Journalists Association  
on jazzstl.org. 

Come see us! 
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President’s Message 
 

Spring and early summer are always a very 
busy time of year for us! 
 
In our last issue I mentioned that we were look-
ing for a new venue to hold our self-produced concerts. On April 
24

th
 we held an event at Kirkwood Station Brewing Co. in Kirk-

wood and were very pleased with the turnout and the venue. 
The food and drink were good and the crowd enjoyed the dance 
floor as well. We expect to add Kirkwood Station to our calendar 
again next season. Also, we’d like to thank Bishop DuBourg’s 
Jazz Band and their director, Joe Pastor, for playing during our 
break. They were fantastic, and a great fit for the event given 
our focus on music education.  
 
Our summer outdoor concerts this year include Kirkwood Park 
on June 11

th
, the Sappington House historic property in Crest-

wood on June 25
th
, Bluebird Park in Ellisville on June 30

th
 and 

Millennium Park in Creve Coeur on July 14
th
. It’s fun to play for 

these large crowds and they are an entirely different experience 
than our indoor gigs. Most are free and a great opportunity for 
you to come and bring your friends.  
 
Finally, this is the time of year when we like to contribute our ex-
cess funds to support music education for youth as there are 
many deserving but underfunded programs. Last year we gave 
a grant and a used instrument to McCluer South-Berkeley High. 
Currently this band’s director, Terrell Stringer, is trying to raise 
money to purchase an inexpensive trumpet and trombone. 
Please visit the website www.Donorshoose.org and find the pro-
ject by searching for Terrell Stringer. If you choose to contribute, 
the Gateway City Big Band will match your contribution! 
 
We expect to announce another grant recipient at our June con-
certs. Hope to see you then!  

Rick Sharp - President 
Jerry Wood - Business Manager 
Karen Sharp - Secretary 
Mike Bruce 
Mike Steep 
Dennis Owsley 

Board Members 

Newsletter 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The Gateway City Big Band, Inc., 
a non-profit corporation, provides 
advanced jazz education and 
performance opportunities for 
participating musicians.  Through 
its performances, it strives to pro-
mote public awareness of the 
“big band” style of music, to en-
courage and support music edu-
cation at the secondary school 
level, and to assist other non-
profit groups with fundraising. 

http://www.Donorshoose.org

